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DOCKET NO.: OPA-09-20 11-0002 

On: Mun.:h R, 20 I I 

At: 	 Hobson R 150 Pipelim; 
.lavon Canyun. C1\ 

O\'<ned or Operated by: Vinhlge Pruduclion California U.C 
(Respondent) 

Rt:SPllnJ~nt discharged 714 gallons or (Iii ir. violation of JudlcialOl1iecr . IfResponuenl d()(;s not sign .and return this 
Sedi()n 31 I(b)(3) 01 lue Cl~c.ul W~ter Act (die "Ace), 33 
U.S.C 	 ~ lJ21 y<l$ ll()l<~d on the artached 1-U-JD1NGS and
ALLEGF.O CT fL VfOLATIONS F01UvJ (F.l1ln) .. which is 
herehy incorporated by reference. 

l:.PA finds that the Respondent is subject \(l tile Act anu has 
violated the Aet bv discharging a harmful qU:lllli[v of oiL as 
further described I1Y 40 (,FR' § rIo 1. into na\'i gabfe \.\i(Jtcrs (l r 
the l)niteu Sl<;lLes ()r ,-!d)<lccrir shorelines. The:' Re~pondent APPR VEO BY EPA' 
aurntts to bClIlg subject to the Act <.<nu Uat tPJ\ ha~ .. 
jurisdiction over \he" ResponJent and the Respondenl's
I,:onduct a<; descrihed In the Form. Respor.deJ)! u(les not 
tonlcst the Finc1ill]s., 1lI.1c1 ;\'<l;ives any objl!ctiol'., Respondcl /.. 
may have to cPA S JUriSdiction. 

CPA is uuthoriLed to enter into this Lxpcditr.d Settle.men( 
llm\~r the f\\11horit?, vested j n the Adllli))istr~' l:lr of EPA by
Sectioll 311(b)(6) R,(i) of' the Act. 33 US.c. ~ 132l(b)(6) 
(13)(i). (IS (llllei,uet hy Ih~. Oil ~ol1l({inn 0ct Cd ~990, an~ by 
40 CFR &~2.I3(h) The rart1t's. c.ntcf mto i IlS EXp'edlt~a
Sellleme1\t1t1 order to scttle the clvll vlolatIO'"I~; descnbcd 111 
the Fonn for a pen(lllv of:ii500.nO. The Respondent consents 
[0 {he (IsseSSnl~nl or'this penally. 

This FxpeJiLcJ S(;Hlc:mcnr rlJ50 is subject te· .he following 
terms ltl)d c(lnditions: Respondent certifies, 'Ioject to civil 
all~ cril'Q.innl pcnaltic!> fl1r makil~g a li!lse slf,luussioll to the 
United States Guvernm.eDt, thai H has 11lVcsti ,I, ~ted the c,'llf~e 
or the spill, h(1s c\c;:meo lip the spill plIrsl>'nL to federal 
rcqlliremellts~ h<ls taken any rel] uire{i CMTccf 'I'e actions th"t 
wi II prevenl future spills. and has scnt Cl ccrtif :::I chee k in th( 
art}Clllnt 0f$~OO.Op. paYrlble t.o the "Trea~ure)' . l!nltcd States 
ot Amcnc\h 10: ·U. :). EnVIronmental Pror.:.;(tOtl Agency, 
Cincinnati Finance Center, P.O. Box 979077 :;t. r,(lui:-, rvro 
63197-9000." Respo1ldent has noted 01] the p.:Il<llty pavmcnl
check "Spill Fuod - J II " and the d0cument . umbcr 'of the 
sefllcmcl1t agreement . 

This E.'\peJiled Settlement m\1st be t'ctOrllen h cerll lied mail 
10: OPA enforcement Coordinntor. U.S. '! :nvimnmcnral 
Prnteclil1ll Agencv. R~ion 9 (SFD-9-4), ; 5 Hav ..thorne 
Strect, San Pmncisco. Caljfol1li~ 941 05-3QO I The certifkd 
check ((If payment mu£\t he sent bv certifier mall to: U. S. 
Em I ron mellt<'l I Protection Ag:enC\·. Lll1cmnaO .:;i nancc Ccn1cr. 
P.O. Box 9790'71, St. LOUIS, MO 6J197.. 9001~:· __ 

After this ExpcJitcd SclllcmcI1t becomes effccive, EPA. will 
lake no further civil action ag.:liJlst the Res]:, 'nUel)( for the 
violation!' of the Act de::;cribe<1 in the Form. ~"owcver. EPA 
U()C~ nOt waive anv rights to take anv enforcer I~n[ aClit)n for 
any other pa::;t. presenl. or future violati()ns hy 1';C Respondent 
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of (he A.ct or of4lny other federal statute or regulations. 

lJpon signing U11l.l returning this ExpeuileJ Settlement to 
LPA. Respondent waives the opportunity for a hearing or 
appelll pursuant to Section311 of the Aet, 33 V.S.c. § 1321, 
,md consents to EPA's approvrll ofthe Ex ptditcd Settlement 
without (imhcr notice. 

This Expedited SeUlement is binding (111 the p:1rtics signing 
below, anu i!-i etTective after signature by the Regio1lal 

ExpeJitcdSettJcrnentil..<;\1resentcdwithln30daysorlhcdatc 
of its receipt. Ihe proposed FXj1ediled Settlcment is 
withdrm~n \.vithoul pr.cjud,ic:e to EPA's ab~liry t(~ liTe. any
other ~ntorcell1(..'lll adH)O tor the noncomphancc tdelmfied 
in [he rO(l1l. 
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APPROVED BY RESPONDENT: 


Name(print) : Jfo,(V\6~ \-\. La\L{~s 


I itlc (print): t: N v i 2.!J..yVh~of1,~l tQ.u~ '!t\~~ 
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FINDINGS AND ALLEGED CIVIL VIOLATIONS 

I. Vintage Production California LLC (Respondent) is a limited liability company 
organized under the laws of the state of Delaware with a place of business located in Ventura, 
California. The Respondent is a person within the meaning of Section 311(a)(7) of the Clean 
Water Act (the "Act"), 33 U.S.C § t321(a)(7). 

2. Section 31 I (b)(3) of the Act, 33 U.S.C. § 132t(b)(3), prohibits the discharge of oil 
into or upon the navigable waters of-the United States or adjoining shorelines in such quantities 
that have been detennined may be harmful to the public health or welfare or environment of the 
United States. 

3. For purposes of Section 311 (b)(3) and (b)(4) of the Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1321(b)(3) and 
(b)(4), discharges of oil into or upon the navigable waters of the United States in such quantities 
that have been detennined may be harmful to the public health or welfare or environment of the 
United States are defined in 40 CF.R. § 110.3 to include discharges of oil that: (I) violate 
applicable water quality standards; or (2) cause a film or a sheen upon or discoloration of the 
surface of the water or adjoining shorelines or a sludge or emulsion to be deposited beneath the 
surface of the water or upon the adjoining shorelines. 

4. On or about March 8, 201 t, Respondent discharged 714 gallons of oil, as defined in 
Section 311 (a)( I) of the Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1321 (a)(1), and 40 C.F.R. § 110.1, from its Hobson B 
150 pipelin:e into Javon Canyon creek. 

5. Javon Canyon Creek is a navigable water of the United States as defined in Section 
502(7) of the Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1362(7), and 40 C.F.R~§ 110. t. 

6. Respondent's March 8, 2011 discharge of oil from its Hobson B 150 pipeline caused a 
sheen upon or discoloration in Javon Canyon Creek. 

7. Respondent's discharge of oil from its Hobson B 150 pipeline into Javon Canyon 
Creek occurred in a quantity that has been determined may be harmful, and thus violated Section 
311(b)(3) of the Act, 33 U.S .C § 1 321(b)(3). Pursuant to Section 3 [1(b)(6)(B)(i) of the Act, 33 
U.S.C. § 1321 (b)(6)(B)(i), as adjusted in accordance with 40 c'F.R. § [9.4, the Respondent is 
liable for civil penalties of up to $16,000 per barrel of oil discharged, up to a maximum of 
$37,500 per day for each violation. 



CERTIFICATION OF SERVICE 


I certify that the original and the foregoing Expedited Spill Settlement Agreement in the 

matter of Vintage Production California LLC OPA-09-2011-0002 has been tiled with the 

Region 9 Hearing Clerk and that copies were sent return receipt requested to the following: 

Mr. Jim Lovins Certified Mail No.: 
Vintage Production California LLC 7010 1060 0002 0234 9025 
270 Quail Court, Suite 201 
Santa Paula., CA 93060 

Date: ?/<;'} 1 ( 
) ) 

Steve Annsey 
Regional Hearing Clerk 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region IX 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 


